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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims pending 

o At time of the Action: Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-14. 

o After this Response: Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-14, 
Canceled or Withdrawn clafirans: 5, 8. 
Amended claims: 1, 6, 9, 10, 11, and 14. 
New claBms: None. 

Please amend the claims as indicated below: 

1. (Currently amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a training mode on/off switch; 

an audio signal detector for remotely receiving an audible ring signal transmitted 
via an acoustic medium; and 

a processor in communication with the detector, wherein the processor is 
configured to: 

convert the received audible ring signal into a digitized received audio 
ring signal; 
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in response to a first setting of the training mode on/off switch, store the 
digitized received audio ring signal in one of a memory device and a 
storage device associated with the processor as a predetermined 
digitized audio ring signal; 

in response to a second setting of the training mode on/off switch, 
compare the digitized received audio ring signal with one or more 
predetermined digitized audio ring signals, wherein each of the one 
or more predetermined digitized audio ring signals is associated with 
a corresponding device and is pre-stored in one of a-thejmemory 
device and a-the storage devic e associated with the proc e ssor ; and 

generate a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized received audio ring signal matches one of 
the one or more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring 
signals. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the audio signal detector includes 
a transducer. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further including an amplifier in 
communication with the audio signal detector. 

4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, further including an analog to digital 
signal converter in communication with the audio signal detector. 
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5. (Canceled). 

6. (Currently amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

means for detecting an audible ring signal transmitted via an acoustic medium; 

means for converting the detected audible ring signal into a digitized detected 
audio ring signal; 

means for selecting a training mode of the apparatus; 

means for pre-storing one or more predetermined digitized audio ring signalsjn 
response to a training mode setting selected by the selecting means , wherein 
each of the one or more pre- stored predetermined digitized audio ring signals 
is associated with a corresponding device; 

means for comparing the digitized detected audio ring signal with the one or 
more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring signal s in response to a 
second setting selected by the selecting mean?; and 

means for generating a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of the one 
or more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring signals. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 6, further comprising means for amplifying 
the detected audio signal. 
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8. (Canceled). 

9. (Currently amended) An apparatus for generating a muting signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a transducer for remotely detecting an audible ring signal transmitted via an 
acoustic medium and generating a detected audio ring signal corresponding 
thereto; 

an amplifier connected to the transducer for amplifying the detected audio ring 
signal and for generating an amplified detected audio ring signal; 

an analog to digital signal converter connected to the amplifier for converting the 
amplified detected audio ring signal to a digitized detected audio ring signal; 

a training mode on/off switch; 

one of a memory device and a storage device connected to the converter, and 

a digital signal processor connected to the one of a memory device and a 
storage device and configured to: 

in response to a first setting of the training mode on/off switch, store the 
digitized detected audio ring signal in one of a memory device and a 
storage device associated with the processor as a predetermined 
digitized audio ring signal; 
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in response to a second setting of the training mode on/off switch, 
compare the digitized detected audio ring signal with one or more 
predetermined digitized audio ring signals, wherein each of the one 
or more predetermined digitized audio ring signals is associated 
with a corresponding device and is pre-stored in the one of a 
memory device and a storage device; and 

generate a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of 
the one or more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring 
signals. 

10. (Currently amended) A method for generating a muting signal, the method 
comprising^ 

detecting an audible ring signal transmitted via an acoustic medium; 

converting the detected audible ring signal into a digitized detected audio ring 
signal; 

determining whether the detected audible ring signal is for training; 



7 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. BE 1 041 US 
SerUNO 10fOJ2J18 



L££ h Haves, puc 

fcE&msE to fimal office action dated 9 February 2005 



PAGE 9/17 * RCVD AT 3Q1/2005 2:58:06 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVJtUSPTO^FXRF-l/O * DNIS:8729306 * C^D:509 323 8979 * DURATION (mm-ss):0346 



MAR 21 2005 12:18 FR LEE - HAYES PLL 509,323 8979 TO 17038729306 



P. 10/17 



in response to the detected audible ring signal being for training. pre-Storing 
the detected audible ring signal as one of a plurality o f or mor e 
predetermined digitized audio ring signals in one of a memory device and a 
storage device, wherein each of the one or more pre-stored predetermined 
digitized audio ring signals is associated with a corresponding device; 

in response to the detected audible ring signal not bein g for training, comparing 
the digitized detected audio ring signal with the one or more pre-stored 
predetermined digitized audio ring signals; and 

generating a muting signal based on the comparison when at least a component 
of the digitized detected audio ring signal matches one of the one or more 
pre- stored predetermined digitized audio ring signals. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An audio device, comprising: 

a training mode on/off switch: 

an audio signal detector for remotely receiving an audible ring signal 
transmitted via an acoustic medium; and 

a processor in communication with the detector, wherein the processor is 
configured to: 

convert the received audible ring signal into a digitized received audio 
ring signal; 
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in response to a first setting of the training mode on/off switch, store the 
digitized received audio ring signal in one of a memory device and a 
storage device associated with the processor as a predetermined 
digitized audio ring signal: 

in response to a second setting of the training mode on/off switch. 
compare the digitized received audio ring signal with one or more 
predetermined digitized audio ring signals, wherein each of the one 
or more predetermined digitized audio ring signals is associated with 
a corresponding device other than the audio device and is pre-stored 
in one of a-the memory device and a- the storage devic e associated 
with th e - processor ; and 

mute the audio device based on the comparison when at least a 
component of the digitized received audio ring signal matches one of 
the one or more pre-stored predetermined digitized audio ring 
signals. 

12. (Original) The audio device of claim 11, wherein the audio device is selected 
from the group consisting of a radio, a television, a stereo system, a CD player and a 
DVD player. 

13. (Original) The audio device of claim 11, further comprising a muting on/off 
switch. 
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14. (Currently amended) The audio device of claim 11, further comprising a 
storage key that is operative to assign a storage location to the digitized received audio 
ring signal in response to a first setting of the training mode on/off switch. 
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